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Messiah Lutheran Church 

MessiahFairview.org 
 (440) 331-2405 

 
Welcome to worship in the community of faith known as Messiah Church 
& School.  It is both a delight and joy that you are here to worship God 
today.  We believe the Holy Spirit of God gathers us together as one.  May 
each of us be strengthened through his word and the promise in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Throughout the last 3 years of Covid-living, Messiah’s leadership has made 
decisions with the greater good in mind.  Our aim is to love each other as 
Christ has loved us all.  We continue to encourage sensible social distancing.  
If you wish to wear a mask, please do so.  If you are feeling ill, please 
worship via the livestream ministry of Messiah (MessiahFairview.org; click 
watch services online).   
 
Holy Communion is shared at every worship service.  Instructions for 
communion distribution can be found in the worship bulletin at the time of 
communion.    
 
After worship today, stop by the Atrium area for coffee and conversation.   

 

 
 
 
 

Introduction to The Day 
 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle 
that comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several 
days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing 
the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his 
impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and 
our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside 
the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be 
omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at 
Easter.  
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Transfiguration of Our Lord 
February 19, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

Prelude “How Lovely Shines the Morningstar,” Buxtehude 
 

Entrance 

Stand as the cross enters from the Narthex 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  Stand 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 

C Amen. 
P Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
. 

P God of life, 
C you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us 

to be messengers of your peace. We confess that too often  
we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of 
our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy 
on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope 
of eternal life in you. Amen. 

P Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s 
promises through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the 
ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. 

C Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!” ELW 308 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day  

P Let us pray, 
O God, in the encounter of your Son in the transfiguration, you 
confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and 
Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your 
beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us 
heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

Children’s Time Adonai Henderson 

 

The Word of God 

First Reading Exodus 24:12-18 

12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait 
there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses set 
out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 
14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; 
for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
 15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. 16The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring 
fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses 
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entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

 The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 99  

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; 

 All sing verses in bold print and refrain 

 
1The LORD is king; let the | people tremble. 
  The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let | the earth shake. 
2The LORD, | great in Zion, 
  is high a- | bove all peoples. 
3Let them confess God’s name, which is | great and awesome; 
  God is the | Holy One. 
4O mighty king, lover of justice, you have es- | tablished equity; 
  you have executed justice and righteous- | ness in Jacob. Refrain 
 
5Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down be- | fore God’s 
footstool; 
  God is the | Holy One. 
6Moses and Aaron among your priests,  
and Samuel among those who call upon your | name, O LORD, 
  they called upon you, and you | answered them, 
7you spoke to them out of the pil- | lar of cloud; 
  they kept your testimonies and the decree | that you gave them. 
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8O LORD our God, you answered | them indeed; 
  you were a God who forgave them, 
        yet punished them for their | evil deeds. 
9Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s | holy hill; 
  for the LORD our God is the | Holy One. Refrain 
 

Second Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21 

16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known 
to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God 
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18We 
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on 
the holy mountain. 
 19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do 
well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must 
understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own 
interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men 
and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

All Refrain 

 
 
Cantor: This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him! (Luke 9:35) 
All repeat: “Alleluia”  
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Gospel Matthew 17:1-9 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up 
a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and 
his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling 
white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 
wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples 
heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when 
they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no 
one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead.” 
 
After the Gospel is read 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Silence for Reflection; Stand 

 

Hymn of the Day “Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair,” ELW 316 

 

Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 
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under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Lord, in your mercy. . .  
C Hear our prayer 

 
Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
You may be seated 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Music at the Offering   

 
Stand as the Offerings are brought forward 

 

Offertory “In the Desert on God’s Mountain,” Susan Palo Cherwien 

Messiah Choir (8:30 only) 

In the desert, on God’s mountain, Moses saw the bush a -flame, 
Wondered at the fiery foliage, heard the crackling call his name. 
May we notice bushes burning; may we wonder at the flame. 
 

Continued next page 
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On Mount Horeb Moses halted, stood unshod on holy ground, 
Felt the pulsing of God’s presence, sensed the holiness around. 
May be stop amid life’s labor; may we honor holy ground. 
 
“I AM THAT I AM have called you” spoke the incandescent voice. 
Moses felt the message searing to the heart of will and choice. 
May we pause to answer summons; may we hear God’s burning voice. 
 
Moses hid his face in terror, offered his objections four: 
Doubt of worth and doubt of talent, lack of trust and lack of lore. 
May we set aside excuses; may we take the task before. 
 
Later in the wild of Sinai, from another mountain height, 
Bringing promise to his people, Moses shone with God’s own light. 
May we, not consumed, yet burning, guide all to the mountain height. 
 
Far from deserts, far from mountains, yearns abound humanity. 
Filled with fire of holy grounding, burning bushes may we be, 
Drawing all to God’ bright presence—beacons of divinity. 

 
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (11 only) 
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If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our 
online giving portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 

 

A Let us pray. God of abundance, 
C  receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with 
 the  song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. 
 Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your 
 grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made 
 flesh. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name 
 and join their unending hymn:  

 

 
P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.   
C Amen. 
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C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 

Communion 

 

 

Communion  “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!” ELW 315 

“Beautiful Savior,” ELW 838 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace.  

C Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray. God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts 
of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as 
messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your 
glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Alleluia, Song of Gladness,” ELW 318 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Putting away the Alleluias 
 
Postlude “Agincourt Hymn,” Dunstable 

 

 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 

Permission to stream/print the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE.NET, License #A-702571. 

Psalm Antiphon music: Ronald A. Nelson. Antiphon and psalm tone from Psalter for Worship, Year A, copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. 

 “In the Desert On God’s Mountain” text: Susan Palo Cherwien, copyright © 1989 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.Net 
#A-702571. 
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Serving Today 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Chris Neumann (8:30); Lindsay Baker (11) 
 

Communion Assistants – Bob & Linda Stoddard (11) 
 

Acolytes – Gregory Prohaska (8:30); Leroy Russ (11) 
 

Cantor – Dale Mortensen (11) 
 

Messiah Choir (8:30) – Directed by Linda Kempke 
 

Organist – Linda Kempke 
 

Deacons – Bob Trapp (8:30); Amy & Mark Hunger (11) 
 

Altar Guild – Diane Paton, Martha Trapp 
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In Our Prayers 

• For the beginning of the Lenten season, here and throughout the 
worldwide Church, for faith to deepen through prayer and spiritual 
discipline 

 

• For places where pain and suffering are present, including Turkey, 
Syria, East Palestine here in Ohio, and the campus of Michigan 
State University 

 

• For those living with health concerns:  Jim Huetter, Debbie Florio, 
Sue Nerlinger, Geri Schuett, Donna Barth (sister of Kim Patton), 
Andrew Boraggina, Marc Heidmann, Jane Hegg, Michael(brother 
of Sarah Hiln) Karen Peters, Steve Ruetschi, and Bill Russell 

 

 This Week’s Commemorations 

Feb. 18—MARTIN LUTHER, d. 1546.  Luther was 62 when he died.  It is said 
that his last words were “It’s true. We’re all beggars.”  In other words, the 

glory is Christ’s, and in him alone is our hope. 
 
Feb. 20—RASMUS JENSEN, d. 1620, the first Lutheran pastor in North 
America.  He arrived in Hudson Bay in 1619 as a member of a Danish 
colonial expedition which quickly failed.   
 
Feb. 23—POLYCARP, d. 156, a great bishop who was martyred at age 86.  
BARTHOLOMAEUS ZIEGENBALG, d. 1719, a Lutheran missionary to India.   
 
Feb. 24—ST. MATTHIAS, the apostle who replaced Judas.   

 
God’s Word for Next Week 

First Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Pastor – The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

Interim Pastor – The Rev. Steven M. Krebill 
Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Interim Music Director – Deacon Linda Kempke 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Danielle Twigg 

Administrative Assistant & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
 

 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

